
 
 

Nowruz 2.0: Celebrating Ancient Iranian Traditions 

to Build Bridges in Modern America 
 
All are welcome to join this celebration of the Persian New Year where elected officials, other 

speakers, and performers will offer a deeper look at the traditions, contributions, and resiliency of 

the Iranian-American community.  

 
CONTACT: 
Cathia Geller (425-445-7046)  
Email: cathia@cathiageller.com 
 
EVENT DETAILS: 
When: Sunday, Mar. 18, 1-5 PM 
Where: Seattle City Hall 
Who: Free, Open to all (including children), no ticket needed 
Website: seattleisfahan.org/nowruz-2018/ 
 
 
****** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ****** 
 
March 17, 2018 
 
Seattle, WA – Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy (SISCA) is proud to announce the second annual Nowruz in 
Seattle event honoring the ancient Persian New Year holiday and the contributions of Iranian Americans. All are 
invited to join this free, family-friendly celebration on Sunday, March 18, 1-5 pm, in Seattle City Hall. 
 
Attendees will learn about ancient Persian culture and traditions, meet Iranian-Americans who are vital members of 
modern America, and enjoy performances of Persian music and dancing. Elected officials as well as speakers from 
across the Iranian-American diaspora will talk about blending ancient Persian traditions with contributions to 
communities in the United States.   
 
According to Pirooz Parvarandeh, President of the Iranian Americans Contributions Project based in California and 
slated to speak at Nowruz 2.0: “Iranian Americans are one of the most highly educated immigrant groups in the 
United States and have provided significant value and service to this country as professionals ranging from doctors to 
teachers, engineers to dancers. Nowruz is the perfect time to recognize, celebrate and to share these contributions 
with our greater American community.” 
  
Exhibits will feature traditional Nowruz displays and handicrafts, Iranian-American artists and writers, and locally 
owned Iranian-American businesses including media companies. Information about tours to Iran will also be 
available. 
 
Washington state Attorney General Bob Ferguson is also one of the scheduled speakers. Ferguson has taken swift 
and effective legal actions against the Trump Administration’s bans on immigration from Muslim-majority countries. 
States Ferguson, “Not only was the president’s Muslim travel ban executive order unconstitutional and unlawful, it 
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adversely impacted thousands of Washington state residents,” Ferguson said. “Iranian-Americans contribute greatly 
to our state, and they deserve our respect and protection.” 
 
Cathia Geller, SISCA Board President shares “Before I left Iran, I was given a mission by an aunt who asked me to 
‘tell everyone in the world who we really are.’ Using the tools of cuisine, education and cultural exchange, I have 
championed that cause. I am grateful to SISCA for providing me a platform to do so much more, at a time when the 
need is greater than ever, for our voices to be heard, our contributions recognized and our resilience to be a guiding 
light for our fellow Americans.”  
 
Dignitaries from city, county, and state governments will also participate in the program. Please see appendix for a 
complete list. 

 
 
What attendees will experience 
Nowruz in Seattle will have a program of traditional music and dancing, speakers explaining the holiday and culture, 
stories of travel to Iran, narratives of growing up Persian and how we help build and grow our communities, and 
opportunities to get involved in this rich cross-cultural adventure. Beyond the formal program, there will be children’s 
activities, a photo booth, Persian arts and crafts displays, live calligraphy demonstrations, representatives of local 
Iranian-American groups and traditional Nowruz tea and sweets. 
 
Attendees will be able to see a Haftsin, a table that each household sets up with 7 or more items that symbolize the 
different aspects of Nowruz; rebirth, prosperity, health and good fortune among others. 
 
About Nowruz 
Nowruz is an ancient tradition that promotes friendship, caring, respect, renewal and perseverance. Traditionally, 
Nowruz begins at the moment of the Vernal Equinox and then, continues for 13 days. It is a joyful and long 
celebration that is rooted in peace and a love of nature. A celebration recognized by the United Nations as an 
“Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity”, Nowruz transcends borders and has persevered throughout the millennia 
(3000+ yrs.) and is celebrated as a national new year by 11 countries and observed by 300M people. 
 
About Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy 
We are citizen volunteers – Iranian-Americans and allies – from the greater Seattle area who seek to 
reverse decades of hostility between the United States and Iranian governments by developing people-to-people 
relationships between our two countries. The goal of the Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Advocacy (SISCA) is to build a 
community in Seattle to support and incubate nonpolitical, people- to-people collaborations with Isfahan, Iran. SISCA 
is a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) organization. Donations to SISCA are tax deductible and may be mailed to Seattle  
Isfahan Sister City Advocacy, PO Box 757, Woodinville WA 98072 
 
UN Resolution recognizing Nowruz 
International Nowruz Day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/64/253 of 
2010, at the initiative of several countries that share this holiday (Afghanistan, Albania, Azerbaijan, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan). 
Inscribed in 2009 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as a cultural tradition 
observed by numerous peoples, Nowruz is an ancestral festivity marking the first day of spring and the renewal of 
nature. It promotes values of peace and solidarity between generations and within families as well as reconciliation 
and neighborliness, thus contributing to cultural diversity and friendship among peoples and different communities. 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS (to see a full list with bios, go here) 

Speakers 
Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
Washington State Solicitor General Noah Purcell 
King County Council Chair Joe McDermott 
Seattle City Council Member Lisa Herbold 
City of Seattle International Affairs Director Stacey Jehlik 
Pirooz Parvarandeh – Iranian Americans’ Contributions Project 
Mana Kharrazi – Executive Director, Iranian Alliances Across Borders (IABB) 
Masoud Modarres – Director of Outreach & Marketing, Child Foundation 
Sue Siami – Iranian American Women Foundation 
 
Performers 
Elham H. Lawson & Karoun’s Ensemble 
Little Karoun’s 
Shocoufeh Shadabi & Arshia Jahangirnezhad  
kAnoon kids  
Karavan Dance Troupe  

Uzbek Mahala Seattle & Seattle-Tashkent Sister City Assoc.   
TAK Band  
Seattle Iranian Choir  
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Elahi Family Musicians 
Payam Khastkhodaei, Ani, and Taraneh Ashari  
 
Artists & Authors 
Behrooz Bahadori – artist 
Farshad Alamdari – artist 
Saman Shojaei – artist 
Fereidoun Tafreshi – author 
Dr. Khodi Kiavani – author 
Reza Abbasi – calligrapher 
 
Organizations 
Seattle Isfahan Sister Cities Association (host) 
UW Near Eastern Languages & Civilization (NELC) 
Team Moghaddas Realty 
NAAB Entertainment 
Caravan-Serai Tours 
Prelude-a-Bliss 
Iranian.com 
Goltune 
Radio Iranshahr 
King County Elections 
Seattle Office of Immigrant & Refugee Affairs 
 
 
 


